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November 16, 1952 /

Dear Countrymen and Countrywomen, | greet you with the words: Praised be Our
Lord, Jesus Christ

The Providence of God works in its own Godly way for us people who do not
comprehend. Therefore, what we often called an accident, chance, coincidence or a
twist of circumstances, is in fact nothing other than the fulfillment and execution of
long prepared and arranged plans of God. For example: A certain young American
born and raised in a non-Catholic family, until the age of seventeen attended a
Sunday School every Sunday. At the age of seventeen, he went to work. Then he
forgot about “Sunday School” and lost the idea of God. He changed jobs frequently.
He led a gypsy live in his social surroundings amidst people who often blasphemed and
cursed God. It is no wonder, then, that he erased God from his life. In 1940 he
joined the army and served until 1947. During his time in service he was thrown from
country to country. He visited many countries and lived in various parts of the world.
While on furlough in 1944 he married and today is the father of two small daughters.
In the fall of 1947 he got sick and was sent to a veteran’s hospital. There he was
visited daily by a Catholic chaplain. Who treated him with cigarettes and listened to
his exploits as he spoke of his early family days and soldier assignments. He was
curious about the behavior of the chaplain which he listened to with a smile on his
face and calm approach as he went from patient to patient without regard to his
ethnicity as he spoke words of encouragement and joy. He spoke with a pleasant,
easy-going and loving way. The veteran said to himself, “The priest has something
that | myself lack and which | necessarily need? He was determined to find what that
was that he needed so desperately. The next day, when the chaplain sat with him
during a visit, the sick veteran looked the priest deliberately in the eye and threw out
a soldierly question to him: “Father, please do not be offended, but | want to ask you,
what it is that you have that | lack?” - At that the priest replied with a thankful and
even-keeled voice: “I have faith!” That’s it and nothing more. The priest went on his
way to other patients.” The Veteran began to muse on where and how he could find
this faith. After several sessions with the chaplain, he began to understand that Faith
is a gift from God, that one cannot purchase faith; however, faith may be asked for.
The chaplain taught him the recitation of the rosary. The veteran then turned home
from the hospital. When he told his wife about the behavior of the chaplain and the
conversation he had with him, he began to teach her the prayer of the rosary. Both
husband and wife began to pray together. In March, the veteran was baptized,
received his first Holy Communion and after a week was confirmed. His life, he
claimed was fuller, more peaceful and satisfying! His wife is learning the Catechism
and will soon be baptized. “I can honestly and sincerely maintain that God in His
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Mercy gave me the grace, gave me faith. And so that is the joyful conversion of the
veteran! Now to the talk, under the title:

“WHY SHOULD | BELIEVE”

We speak of the deeds of nations, of the creation of the earth, yet do these
deeds give credence to them in a clear and palpable way? Perhaps not. Yet they
present themselves to us as true and that without the smallest doubt. Why is that so?
It is so on the basis that we give credibility to the witness to the events. Nor because
we ourselves have witnessed them but on the fact that they have been witnessed and
found them credible, on faith. We know other things in this way as well. In our
schooling why do we believe that what we learn is the truth, that which comes from
those who teach us. When we began to be taught, still not knowing the abc’s but
believing what we were taught. We accept mathematical truth from formulas. It all
depends on our ability to believe. For example, electricity is present for our use. It is
rare that somebody doesn’t profit from its use. We do not question the fact that
electricity exists, yet it is not easily definable. Even the most educated accepts its
existence even they cannot explain it. Belief without understanding in not alien to the
intellect. For what is religious belief? Take the catechism to hand and we will read:
Faith is a gift from God, a grace given by God accepted to believe something that is
not contrary to reason and revealed by God and the Church. Faith is an innate
recognition, a supernatural recognition. In nothing is the law of reason untrue and
contradictory, because after all, the minds of the insane are not accepted as rational.
The reason in a nutshell, on the underlying basis, on which innate and natural reason
is operative is the aim of the belief in a strength on which it is based on supernatural
inborn faith, as also in the seriousness to which it is based and the purpose for which
we believe. The basis for recognition in our personal faith is the inherent ability, it is
the light of the natural reason; the foundation of preternatural faith is the grace of
God with the recognition in putting faith in God as the highest good. The call to faith
in God is the goodness and truth to which the grace invites us to by witnessing God as
the Highest Good, Almighty, and all wise Creator.

Natural faith is free to use as man wishes. Religious truths are not up to
individual people but are founded on the Old Testament in the person of prophets. In
the New Testament the Savior, the Son of God, taught the Word of God and told his
Apostles to go into the world and teach. They were told “Go out and teach. Whoever
listens to my word, listens to me. Whoever does not listen to my word, does not
listen to me.” Grace does not force us to participate but invites us to participate.
The word does not demean us but lifts us up to the order of mystery. It does not
break the truths of our reason but cooperates with its output. In this is a sign of true
faith; it’s a sign that faith does not compel but enhances. The seriousness and dignity
of God is not contrary to our reason because human worth and dignity is bound up
with the testimony of our senses and regard to things of a higher order, in the
knowledge of religious truth, the intelligence cannot jive with our subjective truth.
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And so the Church is the care taker of the truth in interpreting the faith. It is known
from the words of the Book of Wisdom and the letters of St. Paul, that the knowledge
of God as the Creator and Caretaker of the world is accessible to human reason. A
clear intellect, a healthy reason can with the help of its functions come to the
knowledge that God exists and rules the world, that God rewards the good and
punishes the evil and that the soul of man is immortal. If we were to ask, where does
the truth come from for the intellect: it comes from the order of the truths of the
faith, that they first come with respect to service.  Because we have merit before
God for the recognition of the truths revealed by Him, they cannot be substituted
therefore ignoring the truths of the Faith, which represent a kind of vestibule of the
Faith, lest they were merely prey to natural reason, and nothing but that without
merit, that gives our actions, sanctifying grace. You can also add that these truths are
not based on the pattern and capabilities of inherent reason. Reason of its nature
undergoes various changes, and wobbles in its most fundamental concepts. And the
grace of God gives again certainty. And in regards to reason and the inconstancy in
terms of beliefs, rather review the writings that are recorded by various thinkers.
The reasons of these so-called thinkers, generally in the last and present centuries,
everything turned upside down and in an uproar. Mixed-up conceptions took place.
Why? Because the so-called “thinkers” denied the truth. And hence doubts were
born and a number of various delusions, ending in the denial of the right reasoning in
almost all hearings. With this confusion, originated today the miserable child of the
twentieth century, which extending its teeth, and with the air of a wise man, using
his reason invented sense, art, inspiration and everything that is true. Now tell me,
can you have credibility in such erroneous, shaky, inventions primarily achieved
through human reason without the considering the aims and goals determined by God
for mankind? No. The merciful God through providence has foreseen the weakness of
human reason alone to achieve mankind’s ultimate goal, the union of God and gave
man Faith and through revelation and the teaching of Jesus brought out the truth
which guides man’s reason through religious faith. God gave an unwavering strength
to reason: Faith! God gave a perpetual and infallible guard - the Church! He gave an
Eternal and infallible Church. The truths were guarded by Old Testament Patriarchs
prophets and Priests. The activity of these Old Testament guards is upheld by the
Church in the New Testament. This Church to whom it was said: “Go and teach!
Whoever listens you, listens to me. Those who believe will be saved; those who do not
will be condemned.” Although the internal testimony that | mentioned are not a motive
for faith established based on grace, they are supposedly a buckler and wall of
protection against the onslaught of disbelief. Testimony of the heroes of the Faith, yet
does not give faith to the viewer of this, just and my present speech does not give
anyone the faith. Here we have to say that God alone does it alone with give us the
grace to believe. But these testimonies serve to encourage the mind to accept the grace
of God, to believe, and to protect the faith from unbelievers. If we want tangible
evidence of the activities of faith, let us open the book apostolic letters. Read the
eleventh epistle of the letter of St. Paul to the Jews. This is what we will find: “We come
by faith,: the apostle says”, because it has been designed that the unseen become the
seen.” The faith of Abel was more acceptable to be offered to God than that of Cain
because of Abel even when dead, still speaks of his justice and goodness Through his
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faith Henop was taken into heaven without facing death. Through faith Noah, prepared
for something he did not see, built his ark so as not to lose his home. Through his faith,
Abraham believed and went blindly to his promised inheritance. He left not knowing
where he was to go. With faith, he lived in a foreign land. He went and lived in a tent
while he waited a town having in a short time foundations and wall, whose architect was
God Himself. With faith Abraham offered His only son, Isaac, believing that God could
raise the dead. Through faith, Moses was hidden for three months before his parents
could see him as a beautiful child and did not worry about his fate as leader. By faith
Moses, having become great, did not know to be the son of Pharaoh's daughter,
choosing to be more troubled with the people of God, sooner than have a variety of
worldly pleasures. With faith, he left Egypt not being afraid of the king's anger. He
waited for the unknown. By faith he made the Passover. With faith they crossed the Red
Sea as if it were dry land. The walls of Jericho fell. According to faith they did not get
promises fulfilled, but having seen them afar off, and greeting them and confessing that
they are guests and passers-by on the earth. By faith, Gideon, Samson and Jefte
combated nations and spread justice. Their promises were received and they were
stalwart in their battles. And the prophets suffered ridicule and put in jails and
dungeons. They were stoned and died by the sword. They are wandering in sheepskins
and in goatskins, and in caves of the earth. These eloquent and moving witnesses had
the vitality and power of Faith in the Old Covenant, clearly highlighted in the New, the
abundance of grace and miracles. The grace was merited by Christ in His passion and
death, the mysteries revealed by Him to the Church as a torch torch bright as the sun.
God’s only begotten Son stepping into the world, becomes an outgrowth of the faith and
the source of news graces and new mysteries. Disbelief pierced the side of Christ dying
on the cross, and the eye of his time with the blood begets new grace, new mysteries of
faith. The streams of blood of Christ, combine with streams of blood of His martyrs,
witnesses of the Faith. They flow far and wide to the corners of the world giving out the
flows of grace. 'Steppes and deserts people become apostles of the faith, whitening the
bones of the martyrs of the faith, and on their dust arise new yields, providing a rich
and fertile harvest the fruit of faith. When, therefore, in the Order, more than one of Abel
speaks through his bloody sacrifice of Christ Passion and death, the world is
resuscitated by millions of Abel's, the Christian martyrs of all times and nations. Their
blood cries out meaningfully to Cain-killers, bringing them to repentance and snatching
from their mouths, the shout: “Great is the Christian God!” Their blood is the seed of
Christianity. As does Abraham enlightened by faith, comes the holy Church of his nation
and his land, Jerusalem old. He goes to the Promised Land, to nations, in order to
become the father of many, father of nations and fuffills the promises of bygone eras. As
Abraham also enlightened by faith,the Holy Church out of their nation and their land,
Jerusalem of old. As Abraham also is willing to sacrifice his first-born child, believing
that “God is great and can raise the dead.” Noah warns nations and generations of the
earth all the centuries before the flood of God's wrath, building the Ark of salvation and
calling. Just as Noah steps into the Ark, into the ship of Christ with the faithful children.
And when the world is flooded with waves of error and coups, he floats over storms and
flood, and being saved, offers grateful sacrifices. As Moses does not look at the person
and position, but goes to his people, even the poorest, even the most humble. He would
rather suffer with these people and endure the volatility of fate rather than renounce his
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principles. As Moses leads his people among the miracles and mysteries of the earth, to
the Promised Land, to the kingdom of heaven, he leads them through the water of
baptism, and feeds them with the body and blood of the Savior, through teaching of the
Source, God. He dictates the laws of God, chastises the disobedient, through his
lingering penitence. That is the living faith in Christ's Church. That is the living faith of
the Christian Church. That is the brand of life of the faithful children of Christ. And if we
examine the testimony of the Faith in the lives of individual families and every human
being, we find them there and, no less eloquent, and perhaps for us more
understandable. God may take a faithful family a young innocent child; that's the
sacrifice of Abel. The pain of the parents has no boundaries. Faith, nevertheless that
the child did not die for eternity remains as a happiness to the orphaned family; the
virtue and innocence of the deceased child speak after death. Death alone is has a
sacrificial quality. Think about the sadness of the family; the child will be long gone to
the family, yet its innocence remains in their minds. Justice remains in the hearts of the
parents and close friends. And the child like Abel - its virtue speaks long after leaving.
The father of the family is a New Testament Noah. When the world goes crazy and
brings down the wrath of God, the family builds and ark of salvation. And when the
gates of sin and error pushes the country into Godlessness he and his family enters the
ark of salvation and holds on to the ship of Christ. Error and lactity like the flood ruin
families and generations but the family in the care of the light of the fathers’ faith bless
its faithful. The faithful father like Moses, cares for his children’s salvific future. The
faithful father may be strict in keeping a solid faith but like Moses in his mission activities
begs God mercy for the forgiveness of wayward children. Many faithful in pagan
countries and those behind the iron curtain, living and suffering for their Christian beliefs
and are put to death for the sake of Christ. People without faith say that our faith is a
phantasy and empty form and soulless ceremony, a superstition. Various theories of
philosophy against the social structure but faith is alive and builds and becomes more
powerful. It appears there is no truth on earth. Fathers of families save their children
from loss. Is faith an invention? But is a figment long have survived? Some human
science relied subversion and change age? What fabrication has become common to
the world and humanity after the religious faith? Is faith a drabless form and a soulless
ceremony?




